292 


ORCHID NOTES 

0BEROXIA FUXGUXI-OLEXSy-A NEW SPECIES. 

In June 1924 an Oberonia was found in some plenty at the 
foot of the Main range of the Peninsula near Tanjong Malim, 
which in cultivation in Singapore produced flowers freely in 
September: it proves to be a species new to the Peninsula and 
.appears to be undescribed. It is here named 0. fungum-olens 
from the smell of its flowers being just such as is given out by 
.species of Fomes and other similar fungi. The colour of these 
small but numerous flowers is likewise suggestive of these fungi. 

Its affinity is with 0. anccps, Lindl. and 0. spatliulata, Lindl. 
which are found rather widely in Eastern Malaysia. Pidley re¬ 
marks of 0. anceps that it is “ the largest native species ” (Mat. 
FI. Mai. Penins. Monocots., I. 1908, p. 18) ; but this new one is 
larger: so also is 0. spatliulata, which was unrecorded for the 
Peninsula in 1908. 



Flower of Oberonia fungum-olens , x 5. 

Oberonia fungum-olens. 

t'aules dependentes, numerosissimi, 10—20 cm. longi, com- 
pressi, c. 15-foliati. cum foliis ad 2 cm. lati, internodiis 1 
cm. longis vel paullulo longioribus. Folia alternatim bifaria. basi 
dimidio imbricantia, lateraliter admodum compressa, carina 
dorsale paullulo incurvata ad 4 cm. longa, marginibus subreclis 
vix 8 cm. longis, viridissima. Inflorescentia subsessilis, densiuscula, 
cylindrica, multiflora, ad 12 cm. longa. floribus forsan ad 800, 
basalibus spiraliter apicalibus verticillatim dispositis, istis serotinis. 
Phachis scarioso-puberula, viridi-fuscescens aliquo modo profunde 
striata, striis tot quot floribus in verticillis. Flores melleo-fusci, 
fungum-olentes, aperti sejialo dorsale excejito plaui, versus folia 
id est versus coelum resjiicientes. Sepalum dorsale snborbiculare, 
c. .75 mm. diametro, extus minutissime puberulum. Sepala 
lateralia late ovata, vix 1 mm. longa, apice obtusa, .5 mm. lata. 
Petala elliptica, obtusa .75 mm. longa. Labellum supra curvatum, 
basi excavatum; auriculae basales erectae, ajiice rotundatae. facie 
minutissime pustulatae, vix 1 mm. longae: lobi duo, irregulare 
subquadrato-rotundati, 1.5 mm. longi et lati. Oynostemium viride, 
ambitu triangulari-rotundatum. 

Planta epijihytica, ex vivo in TTorto Botanioo Singapurensi 
descripta. Origo ejusdem in pede montium prope vicum Tanjong 
Malim principalii Perak. 
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A COMPARISON OF COELOUYNE CELEBICA AND 0. SPECIOSA. 

Coelogyne celebica, J. J. Sm., has recently flowered in the 
Botanic Gardens, Singapore, at the same time as C. speciosa 
Lindl.; and the opportunity was taken of figuring the flowers of 
the two side by side. The origin of C. celebica was Paloppo in 
the Island of Celebes; and the origin of C. speciosa the Taiping 
Hills, in the Malay Peninsula. 

The first figures below (1 and la) are of the flowers of the 
two seen from above, drawn to show how the petals of C . celebica 
during the course of the life of the flower recurve so that their 
tips meet, whereas the petals of C. speciosa do not do so. The 
dorsal sepal in C. celebica is seen to be narrower than that of 
C. speciosa . 



Fig. 1. 


Fig. la. 


Flowers of Coelogyne celebica (left) and r . speciosa (right) from 
above, x 

In the next pair of drawings (2 and 2a) it is shown that the 
dorsal sepal rises up in C. celebica a little more than in C. speciosa . 
The tip o l the lip in both is equally curved backwards and 
cannot be seen in face view in either. 



Fig. 2c*. 


Fig. 2. 


Flowers of Coelogyne celebica (left) and C. speciosa (right) from 
in front, x J. 
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There is a slight difference in the gynostemia of the two, as 
the following pair of drawings show (3 and 3a). 



Fig. 3. Fig. 3a. 

Gynostemium of C. celcbica (left) and C. speciosa (right), x 4 

There is a very great difference in the crests of the lip. The 
crest in C. speciosa (4a) is continuous with much sinuation: the 
crest in C. celcbica (4) is toothed. 


Fig. 4. 
Fig. 4a. 




Crests of the lips of C. celcbica (above), 
and C. speciosa (below), x V 


The lip of C. celcbica is marbled with a rich brown: that of 
C. speciosa with purplish black. The rest of the flower of C. 
celcbica is yellower than that of C. speciosa, wherein there is just 
the faintest suggestion of the salmon tint found in other species 
of its genus. 


Fig. 5. 



Lpp of C. cdtbica flattened, A nat. size. 


Fig. 5 shows the lip of C. celcbica flattened out. 
All figures are half natural size. 


Dexdkoiuum alhicolor Eidl., ix Pexaxg. 

In the Waterfall valley, Penang, upon a mango tree at a small 
distance from the gates of the Waterfall Gardens, the above named 
species of Dendrobium has been found. It was described in the 
Journal of the Linnean Society of London, 32, (1896) p. 250, upon 
specimens obtained by Mr. 0. Curtis at Pungali in Lower Siam: 
and it is possible that he placed it upon the mango tree near to 
the Gardens, or it is possible that it has been carried by some 
nesting bird from the Gardens. The annexed drawings illustrate 
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the flower, which lacks the red spots described in Mr. Ridley's 
‘definition. 

It is now in great abundance upon the tree. 



Fig. 2. 


Fig. 3. 


(1) Branch of Denclrobium albicolor X 4 

(2) Flower in face view, nat. size. 

(3) The upper half of the flower and the lip flattened, 

nat. size. 

Dendrobium Haniffii, Ridley. 


Denclrobium Haniffii was obtained by Mr. Mohamed Haniff 
in Kelantan upon the Lebir river, always on branches overhanging 
the water. It is an epiphyte, with green stem up to 40 cm. long, 
slightly swollen upwards. The leaves are about 10 cm. long by 
1.5 cm. wide. The flowers are many in well-grown plants: their 



A flower of Dendrobium Haniffii , 4 nat. size. 


predominant colour is a very pale pinkish lilac, the sepals and 
lateral petals being uniformly thin. These are 4.5 to 5cm. long or 
a trifle longer: the sepals 7 mm. wide; the lateral petals at the 
middle 12 mm. wide. The dorsal sepal is twisted on itself as 
drawn: the lateral sepals, also—all in the same direction: but one 
of the latter seems to have less tendency in its lower half to 
twist than its partner. The spur is only 5 mm. long and dull 
yellow. The lip is folded on itself making a tube 1 cm. long, 
and in the 1.5 cm. above open upwards and forwards. If laid 
open entirely, it is as drawn, and is seen to have magenta marks 
at the base on either side in the positions indicated. There is 
also a very faint shade of magenta in lines on it. 
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The lip of Dendrobmm Haniffii , n 


The cap of the anther is magenta: the column below 
passing into the dull yellow of the interior of the spur, 
masses are sessile. 


t. size~ 


green 

Pollen 


I. II. Burkill. 



